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Management Committee Monthly Meeting 

This centre has a strong partnership with the University of Newcastle and the Hunter Institute of 

Technology to support students undertaking work placement and internships. We believe that sup-

porting students beginning their career in early childhood education is important  for advocacy for 

our profession. 

Not only are we supporting the future staff in our centre, but the current staff have the opportunity to 

mentor students,, therefore adding to their professional knowledge. 

 

We currently have 2 students from Newcastle University studying to be early childhood teachers. 

Jay and Elizabeth are here on Fridays and will begin a 3 week practicum on the 6th June. 

 

Meagan is a Tafe student studying Certificate 3 and will commence a 3 week placement on the 17th 

June. 

Pie Drive Orders due 1st June 

 At the committee meeting held on the 16th May, discussion was given to following issues: 

 

The security company has installed a new alarm system on the outside of the building. It is 

monitored 24 hours a day with a back to base system. Additional lighting will be installed at the rear 

of the building and around the boat area. 

 

Security and safety of the children is a high priority at all times, but especially at the drop off and 

pick up time. We ask that if parents are in the foyer area and the door bell rings, that the door not be 

opened by anyone other than staff. This is for your child‟s safety! Please do  not let anyone into the 

centre either through the side gate or the front door unless you know them personally.  

 

The Centre has recently installed a new nappy disposal system with 2 pick-ups per week. We are 

hoping to reduce the amount of garbage bins that the Centre currently uses for a more hygienic 

solution. 

 

Next Meeting : Monday 20th June at 6pm. All Welcome 

     Jussara has just returned from a trip to China and Lyn‟s trip to Hong Kong resulted in a few 

more pairs of shoes to add to the collection. 

 

     Jamie will be reducing her days to 4 per week and will not be at the Centre on Wednesdays. 

Students at the centre 
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Centre Routines 

 

 As the afternoons are getting darker, the side gate in Blackall Street will be locked from 5pm. Parents arriving after 

5pm to pick up their children will need to come to the front door in Denison Street 

 

 Please note that our Sunsafe policy states that children will not be sunscreened during June or July or when the UV rating is 

2. We still encourage the children to wear hats because we believe this encourages good habits. 

Daily Diary 

  You may have noticed some changes to the way the staff are presenting their work with Children. We are aiming to align 

our practices with the Early Years Learning Framework as we prepare for the introduction of the National Quality 

Standards in 2012. These standards will replace our current system of accreditation and regulations, by combining quality 

practices with minimum standards. This is an exciting time for early childhood education as we have now moved across to 

the newly created State government portfolio of Education and Communities. We see this as an important endorsement by 

the government of the importance of education for children from birth to five years and a move away from seeing child 

care as an “expensive babysitter”. Positioning our sector with education is an important break through for advocates of high 

quality early childhood teaching and learning. 

 

  This centre has always been at the forefront of learning and documenting experiences for children and as we un-pack the 

document and reflect on our practices, you will see how the journey continues for us as educators. We are using large 

project books to document the group times for the „kangaroos‟, „koalas‟ and „wombats/possums‟, so that we can 

demonstrate a commitment to intentional teaching and shared sustained thinking and we can re-visit understandings and 

thinking processes as they develop over the life of the project. 

 

 We continue to use a scaled down version of the daily diary. This allows us to celebrate significant birthdays, and 

document significant observations of children at play that may be used in the future for planning and provocations. 

            

  On Thursday 12th May, the children met the Jeral Puppets who 

entertained the children with a show called „The Magic Toyroom‟. 

Jeral Puppets are Australia‟s oldest established puppet company 

and you are assured there was plenty of participation and appealing 

puppets. 

 

 Our next show will be Bob Turner Wildlife Show on Monday 27th 

June at 9.30am. Bob is a perennial favourite at this centre and he 

comes every year with his lizards, frogs and snakes. Always enter-

taining (I don‟t think his jokes have changed in all the years I have 

seen him perform), he aims to teach children about the necessity of 

being gentle with animals and the dangers of snakes in the wild. 

 

 On Friday 3rd June, we welcome kindergarten children from Ham-

ilton Public School who are coming to spend the morning with us. I 

have been working with the school for several years taking pre-

school children there to experience „big school‟ and I am delighted 

that the school has accepted our invitation to come and see what we 

do here.  

REMINDER:  If you are applying for a home loan with the  
Newcastle Permanent, please see Helle or Lyn in the office for a special 
voucher, then advise the loan representative (prior to your loan application 
being submitted) that Hamilton Child Care Centre is a part of the Introducer 

Visitors to the Centre 



                               RECIPE 
 

Thai Tuna Curry 
 

Cook off 2 chopped onions, 1/2 bunch sliced celery, 4 sliced carrots, 1 red 

capsicum in fry pan using a little oil. 

 

When soft, add 2 cups frozen peas, 2 cans coconut cream, 1 tsp green thai 

curry paste, 1 tsp curry powder, 2 tbl brown sugar, 2 tbl lime juice and a 

heaped tsp veggie stock powder. Combine well and add 3 cans drained 

tuna in brine. Serve with rice. 
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ALL FEES MUST BE UP TO 

DATE AND PAID IN FULL 

EACH MONTH 

Fund-Raising Report 

   On the 4th May we held a Ladies Night In at the Centre. The night was a success raising over $800.00. The stall holders 

have given us prizes that will be put towards the next fund-raising event. 

 

   Up and Coming Events 
  

       We are hoping to hold a mid-year/25th anniversary disco in late August/ early September. We will be inviting ex-staff 

and families to help us celebrate. 

 

      We are looking into making a 25th Anniversary Cookbook containing recipes from Kim‟s kitchen and families. The 

recipes are printed into a book and we would sell them as a fund-raiser. 

 

     Pie Drive 

         Forms have gone out to families interested in ordering delicious pies and sweet treats for winter nights. Forms need to 

be returned by the 1st June with delivery on the 15th June. Helpers will be required on the day to help bag up the pies and 

donations of plastic bags or recycled shopping bags for collection are required. 

 

    Entertainment Books 

         The current books expire on the 1st June so make sure you have ordered a new one from the Centre. We are currently 

awaiting a new supply of books for sale. Each book sold results in a $12 return to the fund-raising account 

 

    Ashtons Scholastic Books 

 

        There will be a book fair at the Centre from the 30th May for 2 weeks. New books will be available for sale—just 

choose the one you want and drop the money into the fees box. The Centre receives a commission on books sold  resulting 

in new books for us. There is also the option of buying a book for the Centre and we have gift stickers to be placed in the 

front of book for donations.  

 On Tuesday 17th May, the pre-school children went on an excursion to the Newcastle Regional Art Gallery to view a 

collection of indigenous art  in an exhibition called „Speaking in Colour‟. 

 

There was great excitement on the day when it dawned clear and sunny, the perfect day to walk to the bus stop in Tudor 

Street to catch a bus to Hunter Street. Remembering their road rules, the children crossed Hunter Street and walked 

through Wheeler Place to Civic Park for morning tea. 

 

At the gallery, some of the other preschoolers were already there waiting for us. We were divided into 3 groups and went 

with the guide to see the paintings. Then we had an opportunity to make our own art work with the Art Cart. 

 

A quick trip back to the Centre on the bus and our lunch was waiting for us, and it was still hot!. Many thanks to staff 

and parents who joined the children on the day. 

Pre-School Excursion 



 


